70                                DEMOCRACY IN THE DOMINIONS

institutions against interference from English-speaking Can-
ada. Thus the Senate remains as it is because no strong
interests seek, and many would oppose, its reform and
the indifference of the multitude gives it security.

The Canadian House of Commons, although it is not
the oldest among the legislative chambers patterned upon
Westminster, is the first wherein representatives from
federated colonies convened, the inheritor of parliamentary
tradition from the colonial legislatures which attained
responsible government in the nineteenth century, and the
forum for some eighty years where men of French and
British, descent have discussed their comrpon affairs and
achieved that delicate balance of interests on which the
Canadian national state rests.
In structure, rules, procedures, and ceremonial the
Canadian House of Commons inherits the accretions of
British parliamentary custom and usage. The practices
of Westminster are scrupulously followed unless specifically
modified or replaced by decision of the Canadian house.6
In a rectangular chamber divided, as in London, by the
traditional gangway, the Government and Opposition parties
contend in debate. But it is doubtful whether their discus-
sions exert an influence on national thought and political
behaviour comparable to that of their overseas prototypes,
or whether the House of Commons performs adequately
the function which Walter Bagehot so much emphasized,
that of teaching the nation what it does not know. The
federal Parliament would seem to be less effective than the
British in providing to the nation real leadership and
political education. It adds to the stirrings of thought,
but among the populace its influence is restricted by the
endemic penalty of federalism, namely the dissipation of
public attention between the national and the provincial
legislatures, between federal and local issues. Provincial
'Arthur Beauchesne, Rules and Forms of the House of Commons of Canada.